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The Environmental Effects Resultant from Sulfur Fire Disaster at Al-  «
Mishraq State Sulfur Plant, Mosul-Irag

Abstract

A fire started at Al-Mishraq state sulfur plant near Mosul, Irag on 24t
of June, 2003 and burned for almost a month is the largest human SO2
emission incident. The amount of SO2 emitted_from the fire is ~600kt for the
28 day of the fire period. Emitted SO2 has tracked into Syria, Turkey, Iran,
Azerbaijan and at its furthest extent over the southern Arabian gulf ~ 1350 km
from the sulfur plant. Any accurate documentation has not been made
concerning the damages this accident due to the circumstances of Iraq at that
time. Regardless of this, some migration cases_from the nearby villages have
been reported and six persons have been Killed.

The pure burnt sulfur has been about 250kt, and the sulfur waste
amounts have not been estimated due to their great amounts. What is more is
that large agricultural areas and animals have also been_harmed .

It is believed that the fire has deliberately been made, i.e. an act of
arson. The fire, believed to be an act of arson. The lack of specialized fire-
fighting staff and the possibilities of extinguishing the fire_at its_beginning, has
led to the expansion of it and created a big disaster.

Key word: Al-Mishraq, Sulfur, Fire, Mosul, Iraq, Disaster.
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